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 U.S. Citizenship: The Right to Vote  

 The right to vote plays an important role as a citizen of the United States 

because it is given to the people as one of the freedoms that cannot be taken 

away. The framers sought to create a great and free nation in which every person 

has an equal part in the being of the country.  Whether one was a natural born 

citizen or a naturalized citizen, all citizens have the moral opportunity of being 

able to have a voice to be heard.  

Being a U.S. Citizen means to be guaranteed many freedoms that are 

upheld by our government to ensure that we may live without prejudice of 

religion, race, gender, or age. The Constitution lays out what it means to have 

citizenship in America by stating, “All persons born or naturalized in the United 

States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States 

and of the State wherein they reside” (Amendment XIV, Section 1). With my 

personal experience of being a naturalized citizen in the United States of America, 

I am able to obtain many freedoms that many other countries do not guarantee. 

As an American citizen, I am not oppressed by the government for my ethnicity,  

my religion, or by the way I convey my thoughts and opinions -  I am considered 

equal.  As a citizen and through the democratic processes, one is allowed to self-



govern themselves to determine what they believe is to be better for the country 

as a whole.  

 The entitlement of the people’s right to vote is provided within U.S. 

citizenship. The term citizenship is most commonly defined as a person who is a 

member under the laws of a government.  Likewise, this is often tied to the Right 

to Vote because the Framers believed that all individuals should be able to freely 

take part of the country’s democracy as one of the many freedoms that are 

written into the Constitution. As soon as an adolescent becomes of the legal age, 

“The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, 

to vote shall not be denied…”(Amendment XXVI). Being a citizen allows one to 

have the freedom to express opinions and this right is given to all American 

citizens. Voting can also be viewed as a way to show that one desires to be apart 

of the decisions of the country. 

 This is relevant to other issues that the United States currently faces. As the 

presidential elections are coming to term, controversies on who to elect as the 

country’s president arises. Those who strongly oppose the right to life whether it 

is for moral or religious reasons may not vote for the current candidate Hillary 

Clinton. On the other hand, there are also the individuals who fear being 

deported out of the country which may affect their decision to vote for the other 



presidential candidate, Donald Trump. Those are just a couple examples how 

having an opinion can affect the outcome of an election as people who approach 

the election from different viewpoints and opinions.  

 Voting plays an important role in the way the country gives equal 

representation among everyone through the act of democracy. The Framers of 

the Constitution aspired to create an environment where voices can be heard and 

freedoms are to be given. Years later, the country is based upon that very 

document that makes the nation so great today.  

 


